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Caring passionately 
about your health 
and welfare

Our services include

Help getting up Ø 

or going to bed

Preparing mealsØ 

ShoppingØ 

Washing and ironingØ 

Personal hygieneØ 

and bathing

Cleaning the homeØ 

Mobility issuesØ 

a realistic alternative to
residential care

Call on: 01843 570 638
www.bluebirdcare.co.uk

Bluebird Care (Canterbury & Thanet)

161 King Street, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 8PN

Tel: 01843 570 638 Fax: 08452 992 395

Email: canterbury@bluebirdcare.co.uk

“good old fashioned service”

Care in your

own home… Etz Chaim
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Thanet & District Reform Synagogue, 293A Margate Rd, Ramsgate, CT12 6TE

TEL:  01843 851164 - A constituent member of the Movement for Reform Judaism

Community Rabbi:  Rabbi Cliff Cohen

Chairman:    Godfrey Fischer

Vice Chairman/Treasurer:  Ian Smiler 

Honorary Secretary:  Simon Wolfe

Council Members: Brian Abraham, Hélène Cohen, Esther 

Solomon, David Fox, Eleanor Miller, Janine Chilley

 Rabbi Sonny Herman, Emeritus Rabbi of Thanet 

and District Reform Synagogue, who sadly passed 

away on 8th August 2009
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Shabbat services and Festivals Calendar

Saturday 5th September 2009 – Saturday 17th October 2009

Elul 16 5769– Tishri 29, 5770
Kabbalat Shabbat services are held every Friday at 7.30pm 

Shabbat Suppers start at 6.45pm, followed by a shorter service at 7.30

Saturday services are on the fi rst and third Saturday of each month at 

10.30am 

Torah breakfasts start at 9.15am, followed by a shorter service at 10.30am

(NB Festival times vary – see below)

As the calendar is prepared in advance, details shown may be subject to 

amendment. 

Call 01843 851164 to check.

SEPTEMBER

Sat 5 Sep, Elul 16, 1030am

Ki Tavo

5770

Fri 18 Sep, Elul 29, 7pm

Erev Rosh Hashanah

Sat 19 Sep, Tishri 1, 10am

Rosh Hashanah

Sun 27 Sep, Tishri 9, 7pm

Kol Nidre

Fast starts 6.26pm

Mon 28 Sep, Tishri 10, 10am

Yom Kippur

Fast ends 7.29pm

OCTOBER

Fri 2 Oct, Tishri 15, 7pm

Erev Sukkot

Sat 3 Oct, Tishri 16, 10am

Sukkot

Fri 9 Oct, Tishri 22, 7pm

Erev Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah

Special Torah service

Sat 10 Oct, Tishri 23, 10am

Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah

Sat 17 Oct, Tishri 29, 1030am

Bereshit

Fri 23 Oct, Cheshvan 5, 7.30pm

Fri 30 Oct, Cheshvan 12

Shabbat Supper, 6.45pm

Followed by a short service, 7.30pm

 

NOVEMBER

Fri 6 Nov, Cheshvan 19, 7.30pm

Sat 7 Nov, Cheshvan 20, 1030am

Vayera

Fri 13 Nov, Cheshvan 26

Fri 20 Nov, Kislev 3, 7.30pm

Sat 21 Nov, Kislev 4, 1030am

Toledot

Y
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Ask the Rabbi
Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Romain of 

Maidenhead Synagogue answers 

the question: ‘I was visiting another 

synagogue and read prayers in 

the morning service which include 

“thank you God for not making me a 

women”. What is wrong with being 

a woman?’ 

This must have been an Orthodox 

synagogue as the passage is 

certainly not in the Reform prayer 

book - new or old. In fact it is a rare 

example of the Orthodox prayer 

book offering an alternative version 

of a blessing depending on whether 

it is  is men or women reading it. 

Males thank God for not making 

them a woman, while females thank 

God for “for creating me according 

to Your will”.

There has been much debate as 

to what lies behind such wording. 

One explanation is that women are 

exempt from observing positive 

time-bound commandments ie 

those where one does something 

active (as opposed to abstaining 

from certain behaviour) and 

which are also connected with a 

particular time of day or year, such 

as putting on tefi llin (a morning 

activity) or building a sukkah. 

The reason is that they may 

have children to look after, and 

the need to feed or change them 

has to take priority over religious 

observances and so women are 

exempt from positive time-bound 

ones. Conversely, men are deemed 

fortunate in being obliged to fulfi l 

all the commandments without the 

constraints that women face.

Another explanation is that men 

are thanking God for not having the 

physical burden of carrying a child 

for nine months and then having 

to endure the pain of birth. For 

their part, women have to accept 

their lot and utter a blessing for 

being the way God made them. 

By contrast, Reform considers the 

male version of the blessing to be 

highly disparaging to women, while 

both explanations are problematic 

as they imply that all women 

have children and also that this is 

the only only function of women. 

Reform holds that women are the 

religious equals of men, and so 

neither blessing is said.

Islam at Leo Baeck

Leo Baeck College, the Reform 

& Liberal college that trains 

rabbis for the Progressive Jewish 

Movement, has appointed Sheikh 

Dr Muhammad Al-Husseini as a 

research fellow.

Dr Al-Husseini is a young British 

imam who grew up in Hertfordshire. 

He will be running courses on the 

Qu’ran, Muslim-Jewish relations 

and Arabic.

He has been teaching at the college 

during the past year and is active 

in its programme to encourage 

the comparative study of Jewish, 

Muslim and Christian texts.

Y
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Erev Sukkot falls on Friday 2nd October and our service commences at 7pm. 

There is also a service the following morning at 10am.

Helpers are always welcome to decorate the Sukkah and your contribu-

tions of fruit, vegetables, fl owers and greenery are appreciated. Call 

Godfrey on the Synagogue number if you are available.

Remember that members are welcome to use the Sukkah for entertaining their 

friends for morning coffee or afternoon tea. You may even like to have a family 

dinner in the Sukkah. Please call the synagogue number to book.

We are also available for school visits as in previous years.

“You shall dwell in booths seven days; all citizens in Israel shall live in booths, 

in order that future generations may know that I made the Israelite people live 

in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt, I the Lord your God.”

Leviticus 23:42-3
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at their centre in North London, 

until his health no longer permit-

ted him to travel as frequently as 

he would have wished. He was a 

dedicated and hardworking man, 

an inspiration and guiding light 

to those who knew him. 

In addition to some personal 

memories, we have reprinted 

some of the New Year mes-

sages that Rabbi Herman wrote 

for earlier editions of Etz Chaim. 

Although they refer to contem-

pory events, it’s surprising how 

relevant the subject matter is 

today.

Sonny will be very sorely missed 

by all who knew him. May his 

memory live as a blessing.

Shalom and Welcome to Etz 

Chaim

It was with great sadness that 

we heard this July that Rabbi 

Sonny Herman, our Emeritus 

Rabbi, had passed away. When 

I fi rst joined Thanet and District 

Reform Synagogue (nearly 12 

years ago now), Sonny was 

the Rabbi, taking services once 

a fortnight. My most enduring 

memory is of Sonny performing 

the baby blessing for our eldest 

son, and pointing out that his 

Yiddish name is Tevye. 

Sonny lived in Amsterdam, and 

travelled over from there as 

often as he could to perform 

services at our Shul, and also to 

work with Holocaust Survivors 

Y
The Editors reserve the right 

to edit or refuse any material 

accepted for publication.

The articles, letters, advertising 

and content in this newsletter 

do not necessarily refl ect the 

views of the Thanet and District 

Reform Synagogue or of the 

Movement for Reform Judaism

The deadline for the next issue 

is 14th November 2009.

All correspondence or articles 

to: 

Etz Chaim News, 11 Watches-

ter Lane, Minster, Ramsgate 

CT12 4DA or email eleanor-

miller@hotmail.com. 

Tel: 01843 822550.



4

A Word Or Two

It is with a heavy heart that I 

start this column because we 

have all lost a good friend of 

the community. Our Emeritus 

Rabbi Sonny Herman passed 

away at his home in Apeldoorn, 

Netherlands, on Av 18, 5769 – 

Saturday 8th August 2009. I feel 

it is apt that the man who gave 

so much of his time to others and 

to his religion, should make the 

journey to his fi nal spiritual home 

on Shabbat.

Thanet and Sonny were 

synonymous. Coming from an 

East End of London family he 

was no stranger to the delights 

of excursions to Margate. So 

it was fi tting that the very fi rst 

service TDRS held almost 25 

years ago, on Rosh Hashanah, 

was conducted by Sonny. Over 

the years the community grew 

and developed whilst he was 

involved elsewhere, mainly in 

Holland. But a chance meeting, 

about ten years ago at Gatwick 

Airport, he and Lena bumped 

into the Mirskys, all going to the 

same holiday destination. And 

thus, Sonny came back into our 

lives. He drove every month from 

Amsterdam to conduct Shabbat 

Services, often arriving on a 

Friday afternoon with just enough 

time to have a rest before joining 

us in the synagogue. In addition, 

he came to conduct practically all 

the festivals. A special honour for 

us, as a community, is that Sonny 

chose to be buried in Thanet 

close to the community he grew to 

love. We will miss him very much. 

As a tribute we have included in 

this Rosh Hashanah issue some 

of the New Year writings from his 

hand over the past few years.

There were many facets to 

Sonny’s life and I hope that a 

member of his family will, one day, 

write his biography. Latterly, being 

a rabbi wasn’t his day job. As a 

qualifi ed psychotherapist he had a 

very busy practice in Amsterdam. 

However, he was also available 

for the Dutch Jewish community 

to assist services and other 

activities. The fact that he was 

given what is the equivalent 

to a Knighthood by the Dutch 

government for his services to the 

Jewish community and holocaust 

survivors surely indicates the 

strength of the man. But it goes 

further; he was also in London 

every month to visit and give help 

at the Holocaust Survivors Centre 

in Hendon and he was also a 

member of the Reform Assembly 

of Rabbis.

Sonny was one of the fi rst group 

of rabbis to be ordained in the 

Reform Movement, having 

received semichah from Leo 

Baeck College in 1966. Amongst 

his contemporaries were Rabbis 

Dov Marmur and Michael Leigh 
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Jacqui Rose

Kay Levy and Reva

Lorna and Bob Taylor

Audrey Wythe, children & grandchildren

Zena Pettle

Joy Spirgel-Sinclair & Penny Howes

Esther Solomon & families

Muriel Gillis

Joe Erlick

Eleanor and Graham Miller, Toby, Reuben and Isaac

Janet Hardy

Esther and Irwin David

Simon and Stephanie Wolfe and family

Sally & Michael, Daniel, Leah & Leigh with Martha 

Rose, Natasha & Scott

Anne Bellamy

Greta Hoser

Janine and David Chilley

Jon and Anne Leigh, Jen Leigh, Kira and Summer
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L’Shanah Tovah!
Rabbi Cliff Cohen and Mrs Cohen and 

family, Chairman and Council, wish eve-

ryone a happy and healthy New Year, and 

greetings from the following members and 

friends:

Hazel, Godfrey & Jonathan Fischer and Rachel & 

Gordon Fox

Miriam Bendon

Diana, Anthony, Marcus & Edward da Costa

Frances Gallacher & family

David and Jacqui Mirsky

Daniel and Benna-Jayne Goldman and Nathan

Jamie and Kelly Mirsky, Reuben and Xander

Val & David Short and family

Irene Ruback and family

Rivka & Tom Dodds

Barbara and Ian Smiler and Betty Gee

Rosi and Emanuel Rolf
5

and, known to many in our 

community, Rabbis Sammy 

Pereira and Simon Frances, who 

also sadly passed away this year, 

as well as Rabbi Lionel Blue. 

Sonny and his fellow rabbis leave 

us a great legacy which has 

been passed onto today’s highly 

educated UK based rabbis who 

have also received semichah at 

Leo Baeck College. And we are 

blessed with having one of these 

rabbis in Thanet because he and 

his family are members of our 

community. Why don’t you have 

a look in the glossary of the new 

siddur to see the names (and 

words) of today’s rabbis to prove 

the point?

It was to meet some of these 

rabbis that Sam Holden and Kat 

Richberg travelled to London 

to go before the Assembly of 

Rabbis in July. After much time 

spent studying and becoming 

very involved in our community 

we are proud to welcome Sam 

and Kat into the Jewish faith. And 

how we revelled in their Shabbat 

celebration here in August! 

The summer months leading up 

to the High Holydays is usually 

a quiet period. But It didn’t seem 

like it in our community. Apart 

from the fact that our services 

continue to be well attended, 

(what! you’re a member and 

haven’t been for ages; we don’t 

bite, you know!) once again it 

was tears of happiness when the 

children of the Havdalah Club 

devised and conducted a Shabbat 

service in July. Tears of another 

kind are never far away, but for a 

different reason, when we again 

held a moving Tisha b’Av service 

also in July. In August we went 

outdoors with our annual picnic 

service in the secluded gardens 

at Northdown Park, Cliftonville. 

This has been a popular venue 

over the past three years but 

we hope to ring the changes (if 

you’ll pardon me borrowing a 

phrase from another religion) and 

hold next year’s service at Quex 

Park. Mind you, if the weather 

continues to be as good as this 

year, perhaps we could have two 

outdoor services.

Welcome return visitors from 

Australia were Sally and Michael 

Roth, here for an extended stay 

for two celebrations – the wedding 

of Sally’s daughter Natasha to 

Scott and the birth of a lovely little 

girl, Martha Rose, to Sally’s other 

daughter, Leah and husband Lee. 

Another important addition is 

grandson number two for David 

and Jacqui Mirsky, Xander, from 

Kelly and Jamie.  At the other end 

of the generation spectrum we 

enjoyed celebrating Rivka Dodds’ 

‘signifi cant’ birthday. Mazal Tov to 

one and all!

I am writing this just before the 

annual European Day of Jewish 
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Culture and Heritage and a 

report and photographs of the 

event may have to wait until the 

next issue. I do hope you were 

able to attend and also help. It 

is a fl agship day for all Jewish 

communities and it has become 

a very popular local event, along 

with the opening of the Montefi ore 

Synagogue. This area has had 

Jewish connections for over 200 

years, something for which we 

can be proud. The theme this 

year is Jewish Celebrations and 

Traditions. We have chosen 

for our exhibition, as you know, 

Festivals & Food.  On the Rosh 

Hashanah table display are the 

words, 

“The Jewish New Year begins at 

sunset. This is a solemn as well 

as a happy, joyous occasion. The 

shrill sound of the Shofar, blown 

in the synagogue with sobbing 

and wailing notes followed by 

a long piercing sound recalling 

Abraham’s offering of his son 

Isaac to God, refl ects the solemn 

nature of the holiday”.

Don’t let this be the ‘revolving 

door’ occasion – in at Rosh 

Hashanah and out on Yom 

Kippur. The synagogue is here for 

you all the year round.

Hazel and I wish you L’Shana 

Tovah. May your blessings be all 

you wish for.

Godfrey

The following appears on the Reform Juda-

ism website, www.reformjudaism.org.uk:

Rabbi Sonny Herman

It is with sadness that we 

announce that Rabbi Sonny 

Herman, born 1929 died August 

8th, 2009, 18 Av 5769. 

An early graduate of the Leo 

Baeck College in 1966, Rabbi 

Herman together with Rabbi 

Lawrence Rigal led the fi rst joint 

RSGB ULPS Tour to Israel in 1968.

He served the Southgate and 

District Synagogue until 1977 

then worked in the Netherlands 

with Holocaust survivors returning 

to England in 1980 to work with 

survivors at their centre in Hendon.

Through a chance meeting with the 

president of the Thanet community 

in Margate Rabbi Herman 

ministered to that community 

for many years commuting from 

his home in the Netherlands to 

Margate twice a month.

This community honoured him with 

the title Rabbi Emeritus two years 

at a service attended by many 

members of the Thanet Community 

together with Head of the Reform 

Movement Rabbi Dr. Tony Bayfi eld 

who was accompanied by David 

and Hannah Jacobs.

Sonny leaves a wife and a large 

extended family.

Zichrono livrachah, May his name 

be for a blessing.
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THE DAYS OF AWE 5764

The sand in the hour glass of 5763 is running out. Soon it will be time 

for the outpost of Jewish life in Thanet to join with the rest of the Jewish 

world in turning forward to the sands of 5764. Rosh Hashanah invites us 

to step into the future. Each year the Jewish New Year begins with the 

tones of the Shofar calling us to awaken to new life. We eat apple and 

honey symbolic of the sweet and sour of every life. We drink L’Chayim to 

the promise of peace and well being for ourselves and the world.

The sands of 5763 are tainted with blood and tears for many of us 

personally and for others in this war torn world. But we have never 

given up our trust in that future fi lled with goodness and plenty for all 

mankind. We have and still are struggling with the many questions that 

go unanswered. The Middle East full of fear and fl ames. Closer to home, 

lies and coverups. Mistrust is today’s byword. I am reminded of the 

Psalmists’ advice: Trust only in Adonai, not in princes or people in high 

places or others holding out what are really empty promises in disguise. 

Fortunately we Jews have a long tradition of coping and dealing with the 

chaos of the non-Jewish world. We are survivors. We have survived the 

chaos of thousands of years of ‘Regime Change’, ‘Road Maps’, and the 

ambitions of ‘The Heavies’. Led by Torah and Prophets that teach us the 

rules of life based on Love and Law, the respect for other members of 

the human race, nature and its creatures, we can draw lines in the sand 

and not join in the often superfi cial that others call life. Jewish existence 

is not made up of sand castles to be swept away by the incoming tides of 

time.

At this time with the beginning of a new Jewish year we are all invited to 

accept the challenge and reply, HINEYNI, here I am. We shall read this 

year again of Abraham and his trial by Adonai. As children of Abraham 

we know that Adonai puts us to the test at regular intervals. Sometimes 

our courage is diminished and we shy away from our tasks but as this 

New Year begins we can be strengthened to be there for ourselves, for 

others, for our community, our people Israel and for all that are in need. 

One great thinker advises the following: be there for those that need you 

most! Hineyni let us be there, renewed of spirit and resolve.

Let us wish each other Shanah Tova Tikateyvu, May we all be written 

into the book of life and peace, and may God’s Blessing be present in 

our lives in 5764.

Rabbi Sonny Herman.
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Way of Life Exhibition continues to impact widely on British society educating 

and enlightening tens of thousands of UK citizens about Jewish culture, 

customs and religion.

On the negative side, the emergence of the BNP and its expected success 

in gaining two seats in the recent European elections presents a challenge 

not just to Jews but also to British democracy.  You will hopefully have seen 

the Board’s highly visible anti-BNP grassroots campaign which formed an 

extremely vital part of the wider challenge to the BNP’s ideology of hatred.  

Success of this can be seen in the high turnout in those areas touched by that 

campaign.  For the year ahead, work will continue unabated in monitoring far-

right fascist groups in the UK and in Europe.

Abroad we have had the challenges created by Operation Cast Lead.  This 

resulted in a sixth fold upsurge in anti-semitic incidents at the beginning of the 

year.  The Board initiated regular contact with the Government to guarantee 

that key authorities were aware of the alarming impact that the confl ict was 

having on our community.  Together with other communal organisations, the 

Board organised a rally in London’s Trafalgar Square attended by over 10,000 

people calling for peace and an end to Hammas terror. 

In parallel with this, there were the preparations for the review of the UN 

Human Rights Conference which took place in Geneva earlier this year.  The 

original Conference held in Durban in 2001resulted in a demonisation of Israel 

and a shocking display of anti-semitism.  For 18 months the Board, together 

with other organisations worked hard behind the scenes lobbying British and 

other western Governments.  We did not turn the world upside down. No 

one could expect us to but the success of our efforts if unrecognised was 

never less spectacular.  Almost all references to Israel were removed from 

the Conference Declaration and the British and other western Governments 

walked out of President Ahmadinejad’s speech to the General Assembly.  On 

any realistic assessment this was a tremendous success.

As we face the year ahead we can be proud of the achievements of the last 

year but must not be complacent in meeting future challenges.  To continue 

our vital work we need the community to uphold its commitment through 

payment of the communal levy – the Board’s lifeblood.  It is an honour to be 

able to represent the community to fi ght for its liberties and privileges and at 

the same time to stimulate its vibrant activities.

I would like to wish all of you a ketivah ve’chaitmah tovah and may you be 

inscribed and sealed for a good year.

Vivian Wineman, President, Board of Deputies

September 2009
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ROSH HASHANAH 5761

“At four periods the world is 

judged: at Pesach, for the 

produce; Shavuot, for the fruits 

of the tree. On Rosh Hashanah 

(Tishri) all the world passes 

before Him; at the Sukkot/

Shemini Atzeret, they are 

judged regarding water” (Rosh 

Hashanah, Chapter 1, Mishnah).

Why is the fi rst of Tishri an 

appropriate time to judge 

mankind?

While the judgements of the 

three Pilgrim Festivals each 

relate to items produced at that 

particular juncture, the judgement 

day of man could just as well be 

carried out at any other time.

According to Rabbi Eleazar, 

tradition teaches that the world 

was created on the fi rst of 

Tishri, which is why tradition has 

established that day as Yom 

HaDin, the Day of Judgement, 

our Rosh Hashanah.

Throughout the Jewish world 

in traditional communities the 

custom is to blow the Shofar 

throughout the month of Elul, 

the month which precedes Rosh 

Hashanah. This is said not to 

be mere preparation for Rosh 

Hashanah, but it has a value of 

its own. According to the Tur (a 

collection of early commentaries 

and rules of Jewish life) our 

Shofar echoes the sound heard 

at the camp of Israel as Moses 

ascended Mount Sinai, on the 

fi rst of Elul, on his way towards 

collecting the second set of the 

Ten Words (commandments). On 

Yom Kippur, Hashem is fi nally 

appeased, and Moshe descends 

with life in his hands. 

From the very earliest records 

of Jewish settlement Rosh 

Hashanah is the new lease 

on life. The Torah, our book of 

survival, granted freedom to the 

Jewish people. Not mere political 

independence, but eternal life, 

immune to the infl uence of the 

nations. The Torah is a tree of 

life, which is why at the fi nal 

Torah reading on Yom Kippur 

the last words are “choose life 

for it is good and a blessing”. 

The traditional “L’Chayim” 

comes directly from that deeply 

rooted bastion of Jewish life. 

The popular perception of Rosh 

Hashanah is that it is the day our 

future is decided, determining the 

course of the upcoming year. Our 

feeling is that life itself is a gift, 

what remains to be determined 

are questions of better or worse, 

more or less.

If the major part of our waking 

day is spent dreaming of the 

fantasies that modern culture 

provides, our conscious identity 

dissolves in a world of make-
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believe. The Torah, in contrast, is 

a book about realities. Its words 

provide ideas and role models 

for those seeking soul survival 

in this age of bland materialism 

and the “quick-fi x”. In the frenetic 

pace of a high-tech world, this 

basic idea that “we also have a 

soul” is easily forgotten. It is the 

Shofar blown full blast on Rosh 

Hashanah, that serves to awaken 

ourselves from our slumber, to 

remind us what life is really all 

about. It is symbolically the same 

Shofar that was heard at Sinai, 

and it is this Shofar that assures 

us that we have a future that 

begins now. In our busy lifestyle 

of travel to and fro, harried 

schedules, we easily overlook the 

true meaning of life. In a hectic 

struggle with the daily grind, the 

fl eeting headline of fame and 

fortune is often the only sound 

heard.

Long ago, at the foot of Mount 

Sinai, a Shofar was heard. The 

Shofar has no words. It is the 

sound that preceeds all speech, 

the pure thought that silences 

a shouting world. Our Rosh 

Hashanah here in Thanet marks 

the dawn of a new creative 

year. A year of goodness and 

Blessing for the young and older. 

L’Shanah Tovah Tikatevu. 

Rabbi Sonny Herman

From www.reformjudaism.org

Judaism in our Time: 

New Booklets
Two new booklets have been 

produced in the Judaism in our 

Time series from the Movement. 

The new titles are ‘Marriage’, 

compiled by Rabbi Rachel 

Montagu and ‘D.I.Y. Rituals’ 

compiled by Rabbi Laura Janner-

Klausner. 

Rabbi Laura explains: “Rituals are 

one of our most powerful tools of 

Jewish life. In just a few minutes 

they can change reality. They can 

transform you from one status to 

another, they can help heal and 

enable you to express the most 

diffi cult or the most joyful emotions. 

Rituals deepen delight and ease 

grief. They shape, express and 

maintain relationships.

This D.I.Y. guide will help you 

create your own rituals and just like 

most other Jewish rituals, such as 

bringing in Shabbat or putting up a 

mezuzah, you certainly don’t need 

a rabbi to create one for you, but 

you can design and perform these 

rituals yourself. These rituals are 

for individuals, families and friends, 

or for our synagogue communities. 

They can take place at home, in 

synagogues or outside such as at 

a cemetery, the park or even the 

seaside.”

These booklets are available from 

our Shul or by mail on request.
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Vivian Wineman, President, Board of Deputies

Rosh Hashannah Message

As we turn the page on 5769 it gives me great pleasure as the newly elected 

President of the Board of Deputies to send this message to all the members of 

Thanet and District Reform Synagogue.

According to Rabbinic tradition Rosh Hashanah is not merely the day of 

Judgement but also the day on which the world was created. However literally 

one takes this, the approach of the Yamim Noraim – the Days of Awe – should 

be a time for introspection and a self-assessment on both a personal and 

communal level.  As individuals we look back over the year that has passed 

and consider our hopes and aspirations for the coming year.  Similarly, as 

a community we can at this stage pause to refl ect on the issues that have 

confronted us over the last year and which will continue in the year that lies 

ahead.

This last year has seen a number of serious challenges to the community 

both at home and abroad ranging from the demonisation of Israel at Durban 

II to the ripples caused by Operation Cast Lead, increased anti-semitism, the 

success of the BNP in the recent elections and just lately the challenge to 

Faith Schools and Faith Institutions posed by the judgement by the Court of 

Appeal in the case involving the JFS. 

In all of these situations the Board has been vigilant not merely in defence of 

the communities’ rights and privileges but also in promoting all the activities 

which make our communities so vibrant and so exciting.

As a truly cross-communal organisation and the representative body of 

community, the Board operates through consensus building, seeking common 

ground and forging partnerships across the communal and wider society 

spectrum.  Space is too short to give a full account of all the activities of the 

Board but some of the main ones must be mentioned.

The recent ruling in the JFS case has of course sent shockwaves through the 

community.  The Board does not involve itself in the original rights and wrongs 

of the dispute but is anxious to ensure that the community retains the right of 

self defi nition and the control of entry to its institutions.  We are at the forefront 

therefore in co-ordinating a central communal response.  Equally, we will 

endeavour to provide guidance to schools on how to adapt to the law should 

the decision of the Court of Appeal remain in force.

On the other hand, the Board has also pioneered a community cohesion 

project of Shared Futures School Linking which has just completed its 

successful fi rst year and was created precisely to foster tolerance and 

understanding between Jewish and non-Jewish schools. The Board’s Jewish 
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Judaism’s holiest prayer site has entered the Twitter age.

The Western Wall can now be accessed through the networking service, 

allowing believers anywhere to have their prayers placed between its 

2,000-year-old-stones without leaving home.

The Tweet Your Prayers Web site says supplicants’ messages will be 

printed out and taken to the wall, joining the thousands of handwritten 

notes placed by visitors who believe their requests will fi nd a shortcut to 

God.

The Western Wall is the last remnant of the second of two biblical temples.

No charge is made for placing a Twitter prayer at the wall. Visitors to the 

Web site are invited to make donations and there are sponsored links to 

an outdoor reception hall and a publisher of custom-made prayer books.

From dailymail.co.uk

Y
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From www.reformjudaism.org

Leo Baeck and King’s in Partnership
Leo Baeck College has entered into a partnership with King’s College, 

London. King’s will now offer an MA in Jewish Studies in conjunction with 

Leo Baeck. The agreement means that a King’s MA will be included in the 

academic programme for student rabbis.

Leo Baeck faculty members will also teach at King’s; Principal Rabbi Marc 

Saperstein as visiting professor and Laliv Clenman will teach classes in 

Rabbinic Literature. Ms. Clenman of the University of Toronto recently 

accepted an invitation to become the next full-time lecturer in Rabbinic 

Literature at Leo Baeck College. Ms. Clenman will defend her doctoral 

dissertation prior to arriving at the College in August. Her dissertation is 

entitled, ‘Is she forbidden or permitted? A longitudinal study of intermarriage in 

the Halachic and Aggadic sources’.

She has specialised in rabbinics and Hebrew and Aramaic language and 

literature throughout her graduate studies.  Her fi eld of interests ranges 

through the literature of the Talmud and Midrash relating to status, gender 

and sexuality and includes the relationship between the classical sources and 

current issues in contemporary Judaism.

Professor Saperstein said: “I hope this joint degree will demonstrate that 

students of various backgrounds and different faith commitments can study 

Jewish texts together, using the best tools of contemporary academic 

scholarship, with mutually benefi cial results.”

Previous visiting professors in Jewish Studies at King’s have included Chief 

Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks who will be speaking at a seminar entitled ‘Is 

Revelation a Meaningful Category in our Modern World?’ on Tuesday 9th 

June. To reserve a free place at this seminar e-mail: diana.lipton@kcl.ac.uk 

This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript 

enabled to view it .

To fi nd out more about undergraduate, MA or PhD opportunities in Jewish 

Studies at King’s College London, e-mail diana.lipton@kcl.ac.uk This e-mail 

address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to 

view it or andrea.schatz@kcl.ac.uk This e-mail address is being protected 

from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it or see the King’s 

College website.

Applications for full-time and part-time places for September 2009 are now 

being taken.  Successful candidates will usually have a BA in a Humanities 

subject, but King’s are delighted to discuss individual cases.


