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Shabbat and festivals at the Thanet & District Reform Synagogue 
 

Join us for Shabbat.  The atmosphere is relaxed, with familiar prayers 
using traditional and modern melodies.  We use both Hebrew and 
English and the Hebrew is also transliterated.  Kiddush and 
refreshments follow each service.  There couldn’t be a better way to 
connect with your Jewish heritage – no strings attached!  (However, 
phone the synagogue beforehand in case of a change of times.) 

 

Shabbat services are held every Friday evening at 7.30pm  
and on the first and third Saturday mornings at 10.30am. 

Festival evening services commence at 7pm and morning services at 10am, 
 unless otherwise noted below or in the monthly What’s On. 

 
 
  
``` proof reading 

 

MARCH 2013 (5773) 
Tue 26 Mar, 15 Nisan, 10am 
Pesach first day service 
 
APRIL 
Sun 7 Apr, 27 Nisan, 3pm 
Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Day 
 
Mon 15 Apr, 5 Iyar, 7pm 
Yom Hazikaron/erev Yom Ha’atzma’ut 
Remembrance Day and Israel 
Independence Day service and 
celebration 
 
MAY 
Tue 14 May, 5 Sivan, 7pm 
Erev Shavuot 
Wed 15 May, 6 Sivan, 10am 
Shavuot 
 
Sat 18 May, 9 Nisan 
Torah breakfast, 9.15am 
Service, 10.30am 
(N.B. Torah Breakfast was originally on I June) 
 
JUNE 
Fri 28 Jun, 20 Tammuz 
Shabbat supper, 6.30pm for 6.45pm 
Followed by a shorter service at 8pm 
 
JULY 
Sat 6 Jul, 28 Tammuz, 10.30am 
Havdallah Club service (date to be 
verified) 
 
Mon 15 Jul, 8 Av, 7pm 
Erev Tisha B’Av service 
 
AUGUST 
Sat 17 Aug, 11 Elul, 10.30am 
Outdoor picnic service in the grounds of 
the Ursuline College, Birchington 
(N.B. There is no service at the synagogue today) 

SEPTEMBER 
Wed 4 Sep, 29 Elul, 7pm 
Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Thu 5 Sep, 1 Tishri 5774, 10am 
Rosh Hashanah 
 
Fri 13 Sep, 9 Tishri, 7pm 
Kol Nidre (fast commences 6.58pm) 
Sat 13 Sep, 10 Tishri, 10am 
Yom Kippur (fast ends 8.03pm) 
 
Wed 18 Sep, 14 Tishri, 7pm 
Erev Sukkot 
Thu 19 Sep, 15 Tishri, 10am 
Sukkot 
 
Wed 25 Sep, 21 Tishri 
Erev Simchat Torah, Shemini Atzeret 7pm 
Thu 26 Sep, 22 Tishri 
Simchat Torah/Shemini Atzeret, 10am 
 
OCTOBER 
No festivals - Shabbat services as normal 
 
NOVEMBER 
Fri 22 Nov, 19 Kislev 
Shabbat supper, 6.30pm for 6.45pm 
Followed by a shorter service at 8pm 
 
Wed 27 Nov, 24 Kislev 
Chanukkah first candle (No service) 
 
Sat 30 Nov, 27 Kislev 
Chanukkah Party – fourth candle 
 
DECEMBER 
Sat 7 Dec, 4 Tevet 
Torah breakfast, 9.15am 
Service, 10.30am 
 
[Thu 5 Dec (2 Tevet) is the last day of Chanukkah, i.e., 
the evening of Wed 4 (1 Tevet) is the eighth candle] 
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Shalom and welcome to Etz 
Chaim, Pesach 2013/5773 
 
Message from Chairman, Ian Smiler 
 
Dear All 
 
On 7th April at 11am we will be holding 
our AGM.  This will be your opportunity 
to review the past year and elect the 
Council for the coming year.  It will also 
be an ideal time for members to find 
out more about how we operate.  We 
are a small community and very 
dependent on the activities of just a 
few members.  In the coming months 
we will be looking for new participants 
to join us.  There is a wide range of 
opportunities and, for instance, you 
might like to lead prayers in a service, 
or be duty warden for the day.  There 
are also vacancies on Council and 
other roles too.  If you’re interested, 
please speak with me, Rabbi Cohen or 
Godfrey Fischer.  We will offer training 
and support if need be.  See page 5.   
 
I look forward to seeing you all in 
Synagogue. 
 
Best wishes, Ian 
 

 
 

Don’t forget the shul’s 
collection box near the 

entrance! 
 

 
 

Nor the Tzadaka Box – see 
page 5 

 
 

Nor Passover supplies at 
Sainsbury’s – see page 5 

 

Message from Editor, Alison R Noyes 
 
Our Jewish way of thinking is official!  
Professor Brian Cox 
has explained that 
everything in the 
whole universe has an 
effect on absolutely 
everything else in the 
universe, all at the 
same time, and vice 
versa.  Thus our understanding that 
every single good or bad action or 
word sends endless ripples through life 
is true.  It must be so as Prof Cox 
demonstrated the theory on television 
using a fabulously expensive diamond!   
 
On the other hand Jewish poet, Muriel 
Rukeyser considers that “the universe 
is made up of stories, not of atoms”.  
This is from her poem To be a Jew in 
the Twentieth Century: 
 
“To be a Jew in the twentieth century 
Is to be offered a gift.  If you refuse, 
Wishing to be invisible, you choose 
Death of the spirit, the stone insanity. 
Accepting, take full life. ......... “ 
 
So, let’s take the gifts of Professor 
Cox’ knowledge and Muriel Rukeyser’s 
wisdom. 
 
The deadline for the next issue is 
Friday 7th June 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please write to Alison R Noyes at 
newsletter@tdrs.org.uk or c/o 293A 
Margate Road.  Ramsgate, CT12 6TE, tel. 
01843 851164 

The editor reserves the right to edit, 
refuse, or postpone any material 
submitted for publication.   
 
The articles, letters, advertising, and 
content do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the TDRS or the Movement 
for Reform Judaism. 
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Why is this Seder Night different? 
 
As you will have seen from the What's 
On, we are unable to offer a communal 
Seder this year.  This is not a choice 
we have made, it is simply a reality we 
need to manage, but it offers us an 
opportunity to think deeply about the 
future. 
 
If I am not for myself, who will be for 
me?   
 
Jewish tradition places the obligation 
of Seder on every household, just as 
every household in the Exodus story 
was obliged to eat of the Paschal 
lamb.  In every home there should be 
someone saying "this is because of 
what God did for me when I came out 
of Egypt".  In the story a household too 
small to eat a whole lamb in one 
evening was told to combine with their 
neighbours.  Thus Jews were 
supposed to look after each other in 
their homes. 
 
If I am only for myself, what am I?   
 
In TDRS, as elsewhere, most 
members will be at home for Seder.  
So what of the households that are too 
small?  If there should be amongst us 
anyone with no Seder to go to, would 
you be able to make room for them?  
Can we not, at least for this year, look 
after each other as neighbours rather 
than expect the community leaders to 
organise things for everyone?  This 
would be a return to the roots of what 
Pesach is really about, the celebration 
of freedom by extending neighbourly 
care.  Are we really satisfied that this 
marvellous opportunity has become in 
our days a demanding synagogue 
activity rather than a sharing with 
others of what we are doing for 
ourselves anyway?  I would dearly like 
to think that, even in future years, 
anyone at TDRS who needs a Seder 

will not be directed to the synagogue 
but offered a place at someone's table.  
I look forward to hearing or reading 
your response to this hope. 
 
If not now, when?   
 
Back to this year.  Can you please 
help?  Can you offer an extra place or 
two on March 25th?  If so, we need to 
hear from you as soon as possible.  Or 
do you need a place at Seder?  If so, 
please tell us.  Godfrey has kindly 
agreed to put those who need a Seder 
in touch with those who can offer 
places.  So let's behave like Jews with 
some freedom to celebrate and open 
our homes to our neighbours.  Let's 
have a year to consider making this 
our permanent practice based on a 
successful experience in the year in 
which we have no choice.   
 
Contact Godfrey now! 
 
Rabbi Cliff Cohen 

 
 

Havdallah Club 
 
At Havdallah Club we have been 
looking at kiddush prayers.  We have 
explored the various themes, making 
them into paper-chains of linked ideas.  
We have also made our own seder 
plates, preparing all the food from 
scratch: we've made our own matzah, 
ensuring we did so within the time 
limit; we've boiled and burned eggs - 
deliberately; we've burned a bone 
(actually a dog toy); chopped and 
mixed charoseth and added marror 
and parsely to the plate.  The display 
reflects the fun we've had with our 
learning.  They'll be more to follow in 
the summer term!  
 
Hélène Cohen 
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Information, requests, and 
thanks! 

 
Passover Supplies at Sainsbury 

 
Once again Sainsbury's at Broadstairs 
is stocking a range of dried and chilled 
Passover supplies.  It’s the only 
stockist of these products in East Kent.  
Please support them and purchase 
whatever you need from this store.  
However, if there is something you 
want that they don't offer, try the 
Ocado (Waitrose) website as they 
stock additional products and offer 
home delivery on kosher lines. 
 

 
 

Service Leaders Wanted 
 
We are looking for new congregants to 
participate in leading part or all of our 
Friday evening and Shabbat morning 
services.  We use the current MRJ 
siddur, Forms of Prayer, and services 
are mixed English and Hebrew.  Full 
training and guidance will be given.  All 
that is required is a little confidence 
and a pleasant singing voice! 
 

 
 

Security Upgrade! 
 
Ian has recently organised the 
installation of a new state of the art 
CCTV system to the synagogue.  It 
has cameras and other facilities 
keeping a watchful eye so that we are 
safe.  He has also organised 
upgrading of the burglar alarm to take 
advantage of new technologies.  We 
are taking this opportunity to thank the 
CST (Community Security Trust) who 
helped us with a grant towards the 
cost of these improvements.  And see 
page 12. 

Calling all computer lovers!! 
 
You can now follow your favourite 
synagogue on the internet.  Our 
website is up and running at 
www.tdrs.org.uk  You may have 
noticed a new email address too; this 
is linked to the new website and 
enables you to contact synagogue 
people more efficiently.  Whilst the old 
addresses do still work, I suggest you 
update your address books 
accordingly.  Looks good!  Ed. 
 

 
 

The Tzedakah Box 
 
This is usually situated in the entrance 
lobby of the shul (although currently 
inside, beyond the stacked siddurs).  It 
is a life-saving and life-enhancing box 
and you are invited please to fill it with 
goods for the Porchlight charity, 
Canterbury, for the homeless.   
 
The goods should be non-perishable, 
with a long life expectancy, simple and 
dry, such as breakfast cereals, tins of 
soup or fruit, rice and pasta, soap and 
shampoo, or other. 
 

 
 

Thanks! 
 
From East Kent Hospitals Charity in 
respect of its Breast Cancer 
Mammography Appeal, for raising 
£100. 
 
From UK Friends of the Bereaved 
Families Forum, under the auspices of 
the Israeli Palestinian Bereaved 
Families for Peace, for donating 
£132.50. 
 
We raised these amounts through our 
Kol Nidre Appeal. 
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Purim 
 
On Sunday 
24thFebruary we 
held our annual 
Purim service.  
Rabbi Cliff read a 
hilarious, 
politically correct 
version of the 
Megillah.  This was followed by a 

scrumptious 
afternoon tea 
courtesy of Hazel 
Fischer.   
 
Many came in 

fancy dress (see the 
Child Catcher on 
cover), including a 
strangely familiar 
giant monkey!  
There was also a 
great raffle and 
guess-the-number-
of-sweets-in-a-vase, won jointly by the 
Ed. and Nathan Fox, who were both 
very happy but for different reasons! 

 
And here is the Havdallah 

Club’s Purim Board 
 
 
 

 
 

Purim with Christians 
 
In the kind of reception normally 
reserved for a US presidential 
candidate at a campaign rally, during a 
five-minute address I received four 
standing ovations, with flags, banners, 
and cheers.  It was a surreal moment.  
It was Purim and I was in a huge 
central London church, with Christians 
supporting Israel! 
 

This was the 
seventh 
annual weekend 
conference organised by Derbyshire, 
pastors, Roy and Brenda Taylor.  It 
featured Christian worship, music and 
dance, study and fellowship, with nigh 
on 1,000 attendees. 

In the parts of the Church actually 
growing, as in Africa and China, there 
is huge support for the return of Jews 
to part of their Biblical homeland after 
a 2,000-year exile.  Such Christians 
haven’t lost sight of the miracle of the 
re-birth of a Jewish state, and its 
significance for Christianity.  They are 
not, however, fiery advocates of an 
impending Armageddon but see 
standing with Israel as a key to 
strengthening and blessing the 
churches in this country.  

I followed Israel's deputy ambassador, 
Alon Roth-Snir, who earlier in the week 
had been faced at a UK university by a 
40-strong gang of protesters chanting 
“from the river to the sea, Palestine will 
be free” (meaning of course the 
obliteration of Israel).  The 
demonstrators thought they had 
secured a “great victory for Palestine” 
by preventing Alon from speaking on 
the campus.  Even more deafening 
though is the silence from the 
academic, political, and church elites 
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to this brazen denial of freedom of 
speech.  

But here, at this church in central 
London, Alon heard much greater 
noise generated from love, not hate.  It 
was emotional for both of us.  

In the past year, as consultant to the 
BoD on engagement with Israel (part 
funded by the Jewish Leadership 
Council), I have worked closely with 
organisations like Christian Friends of 
Israel and the International Christian 
Embassy of Jerusalem.  Their work for 
Israel in prayer, fundraising, 
pilgrimages, education, and practical 
support, is rarely reported in the 
national or church media.  We in the 
Jewish community are often left feeling 
the Church is coldly indifferent, or even 
downright hostile, to the threats Israel 
faces from Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran, 
and so on. 

But some statistics of events and 
rallies across the UK show the 
churches do not speak with one voice.  
In Cardiff over 600 attended a tribute 
evening for Israel put on by Christian 
group, Bridges for Peace, last year 
approximately 400 Christians 
honoured the Jewish state at a 
celebration in Glasgow, and later this 
month approximately 1,000 Christians 
will fill the Ulster Hall in Belfast, as last 
year, to acknowledge Israel as “a light 
to the nations”.  

I left the church that night while a 
massive conga danced round the 
church to Hinei Matov.  In the battle for 
Israel’s legitimacy being fought in this 
country, we have dedicated and 
enthusiastic allies.  

I heard the Megilla late this Purim, but 
in excellent spirit.  
 
Steven Jaffe 
Posted in Israel and Abroad 

Richard III 
 

Well, okay, he wasn’t Jewish! 
 
NCP lured Richard III in with a January 
Deal.  It was the winter of discount 
rents. 
 
Apparently they also found Henry IV 
under a Leicester car park but he was 
in two parts. 
 
Breaking News - 561-year-old 
hunchback questioned by Leicester 
police about the disappearance of two 
young boys.   
 
So Richard 
III has been 
found dead 
underneath 
a car park in 
Leicester.  Probably died of shock 
when he saw the NCP car park 
charges. 
 
"I can never remember where I parked 
the bloody horse." 
 
Burying people in multi-storey car 
parks?  That's wrong on so many 
levels. 
 
Leicester Car parks would like to 
apologise for any inconvenience 
caused whilst running a skeleton 
service. 
 
A hearse, a hearse!  My kingdom for a 
hearse!.  Or was that a Porsche, a 
Porsche, my kingdom for a Porsche". 
 
And then there was speculation over 
his last words - "Someone said they 
were going to build a car park in 
Leicester but I said ‘over my dead 
body’”. 
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