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Pesach Edition 
Welcome to the Pesach Edition of the TDRS newsletter.  We have plenty to bring you in 
this edition  from around our community.   

We are pleased to have our Kosher supplies and in particular Pesach supplies at the 
Sainsbury Broadstairs store.  As we like to say, use it or lose it.   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Services and Festivals Calendar 
Our Shabbat services are held every Friday at 
7.30pm and the first and third Saturday of the 
month at 10.30am and are not, therefore, listed 
below unless there is a variation such as 
occasional Mincha services, Torah Breakfasts, 
Shabbat Suppers, etc.  

2016/5776-7 

APRIL  

Fri 22 Apr, 14 Nisan  

Seder  

Sat 23 Apr, 15 Nisan, 10am  

First day Pesach Shabbat service  

MAY  

Wed 4 May, 26 Nisan, 7pm  

Erev Yom Hashoah service  

Sat 7 May, 29 Nisan  

Torah Breakfast, 9.15am Service, 11am  

Wed 11 May, 3 Iyar, 7pm  

Yom Hazikaron/ Erev Yom Ha'atzma'ut  

Remembrance Day and Israel Independence Day service 
and celebration  

JUNE  

Sat 11 June, 5 Sivan, 7pm  

Erev Shavuot service  

Sun 12 Jun, 6 Sivan, 10am  

Shavuot service  

JULY  

Fri 8 Jul, 2 Tammuz  

Shabbat Supper, 6pm for 6.15pm followed by a shorter 
service at 8pm  
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Shabbat 

Join us for Shabbat.  
The atmosphere is 
relaxed with familiar 
p r a y e r s u s i n g 
t r a d i t i o n a l a n d 
modern melodies.  
We use both Hebrew 
and English and the 
H e b r e w i s a l s o 
t r a n s l i t e r a t e d .  
K i d d u s h a n d 
refreshments follow 
each service.   

There couldn’t be a 
better way to connect 
w i t h y o u r J e w i s h 
heritage – no strings 
attached!  (However, 
phone the synagogue 
beforehand in case of 
a change of times.) 

Yo u c a n c o n t a c t 
warden@tdrs.org.uk 
or 01843 851164 for 
further information
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Sat 16 Jul, 10 Tammuz, 10.30am  

Outdoor service and picnic in the grounds of St Lawrence 
College, Ramsgate 
(NB: There is no service in the synagogue today)  

Sat 30 Jul, 24 Tammuz, 3.30pm  

Mincha service  

AUGUST  

Sun 14 Aug, 10 Av, 3pm  

Tisha b'Av service  

SEPTEMBER  

Sat 17 Sep, 14 Elul  

Torah Breakfast, 9.15am Service, 11am  

OCTOBER 5777  

Sun 2 Oct, 29 Elul, 7pm  

Erev Rosh Hashanah service  

Mon 3 Oct, 1 Tishri 5777, 10am  

Rosh Hashanah service  

Tue 11 Oct, 9 Tishri , 7pm  

Kol Nidre service (Fast commences 5.53pm)  

Wed 12 Oct, 10 Tishri, 10am  

Yom Kippur service (Fast ends 6.57pm)  

Sun 16 Oct,14 Tishri, 7pm  

Erev Sukkot service  

Mon 17 Oct, 15 Tishri, 10am  

Sukkot service  

Sun 23 Oct, 21 Tishri, 7pm  

Erev Simchat Torah/Shemini Atzeret Torah service and 
celebration  

Mon 24 Oct, 22 Tishri, 10am  

Simchat Torah/Shemini Atzeret 
service  

Sat 29 Oct, 29 Tishri, 3.30pm 
Mincha service  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Havdallah 
Club 
It's been a pleasure to 
welcome a new family to 
Havdal lah Club. They 
settled in quickly and 
everyone entered into 
lively discussion about key 
people from biblical times.  

W e l o o k f o r w a r d t o 
c o n t i n u i n g t h e 
conversation when we next 
meet (date to be agreed) 

Hélène 

Newsletter 
If you have anything you 
would like to put into the 
newsletter please contact 
Tim Spurrier at: 
Post -  c/o 293a Margate 
Road, Ramsgate CT12 6TE  
Telephone -  01843 
851164 
Email - 
newsletter@tdrs.org.uk 

The editor reserves the 
right to edit, refuse, or 
postpone any material 
submitted for publication.  
The articles, letters, 
advertising, and content 
do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the TDRS or 
the Movement for Reform 
Judaism.  
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A message from Rabbi 
Cliff Cohen 
Freedom is a very easy word that conceals a 
highly complex and profound set of challenges.  
Our Jewish tradition has wrestled with these 
challenges for millennia, struggling to find a 
workable balance between the freedom of the 
individual and the needs of the society, between 
the right to privacy and the protection of the 
group, between the right to choose and the 
freedom of others and between freedom of 
action and the rights of others. 

We all have rights and we all have needs, and a 
perfect balance is neither achievable nor 
sustainable, so a living culture such as ours is 
constantly reviewing and changing how these 
conflicts are resolved.  This is actually true of all 
forms of Judaism, even the most orthodox, but 
especially so in our Reform community.  The 
unending attempt to retune our culture to what it 
should be is the very basis of our understanding 
of God’s will.  So for example, while we have 
always insisted on equality of the sexes, it is only 
relatively recently that we have introduced 
gender free language into our siddurim. 

Not every decision pleases every Reform Jew, of 
course.  That is an impossible scenario.  We are 
individuals, so we have a variety of sincerely held 
beliefs, we have unique combinations of 
preferences and tastes, and in any case, we are 
human beings so we don’t like change. 

Pesach is a festival that remembers our biggest 
change ever.  From the stability of Egyptian 
slavery we were thrust into the uncertainty of the 
wilderness, from the comfort of subservience to 
the insecurity of self-determination.  Not 
everyone liked the process, and the Torah records 
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Notes from the 
Editor 

Thank you again for all of you 
who have contributed to the 
newsletter this edition.  We are 
always happy to get your 
thoughts, experiences, stories 
or pictures.  Please feel free to 
share with us and the rest of 
the community.  Also if you 
have any ideas about how we 
could change and improve 
we’d love to hear.   

In this edition we have some 
interesting articles from the 
BBC’s Big Question to smoked 
salmon.  I never know what is 
going to arrive in my 
letterbox/inbox and so it is 
always a great surprise to get 
such a variety of material. 

For those who may be 
interested, I was a contestant 
on Channel 4’s 15 to 1 quiz 
show this month.  I was on 
13th and 14th April and I 
believe that this can be found 
on the Channel 4 catch up 
service for those who want to 
have a look.  It was filmed up 
in Glasgow some months ago 
and was a great experience if 
not a little nerve racking.   

I hope you enjoy this edition 
and look forward to more 
interesting contributions. 

Tim Spurrier 
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many occasions when our ancestors wondered if 
they had done the right thing.   

And the Torah answers with a resounding yes.  Not 
that every detail was right, even God had to make 
further amendments to some of them, but that the 
struggle, the wish to improve, the commitment to 
search for a path to a just and compassionate 
society, is a permanent dimension of the duty of 
every Jew. 

That is why Pesach matters.  It does not ask us to 
commemorate, but to remember.  “It is incumbent 
on every Jew to regard him or herself as having 
personally come out of Egypt”, says the 
Haggadah.  It is not a history lesson – please tell 
that to those who waste energy and intelligence 
arguing about whether or how the ten plagues 
happened – but a reminder of our duty to wrestle 
with the challenges of freedom. 

We who are in most senses free need to accept 
the responsibility that comes with our freedom.  
The world still needs more justice and more 
compassion, more fairness and more empathy.  If 
we Jews, we free, Reform Jews do not offer it, who 
will? 
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MRJ 
Movement 
Updates 

For the latest news and 
events from the 
Movement for Reform 
Judaism and Reform 
communities across 
the country, sign up for 
the MRJ Movement 
Update. 
  
This newsletter email 
goes out fortnightly 
and we won’t use your 
email address for 
anything other than 
this. 

To subscribe, go to: 
http://
subscriptions.reformju
daism.org.uk/mailing-
lists/ or email Martin 
Dix at: 
martin.dix@reformjuda
ism.org.uk 

!
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Pesach is the festival of freedom and renewal and a time to look ahead 
with optimism. It is also a time to be grateful for the liberty we enjoy. For all 
the troubles and anxieties we face, we should acknowledge that we live in 
a country where our community continues to thrive; where we enjoy full 
freedom in an era free from persecution. 

Pesach is a festival in which we celebrate the exodus from Egypt to 
independence and liberty in our own land. It is appropriate therefore to 
dwell for a moment on the miraculous rebirth of Jewish national 
sovereignty over the land that the Almighty intended for us when He took 
us out of Egypt with a strong arm and a mighty hand. Israel is a country 
which has flourished. It is one of the world’s most advanced liberal 
democracies with a burgeoning economy, some of the world’s most 
innovative minds and a constitution which respects the rights of all of its 
citizens and affords them all representation and protection under the law. 
If all countries in the Middle East were like Israel the world would be a far 
better place. There would be no refugee crisis. Those brutalised by Islamic 
extremists and the murderous Assad regime in Syria can only dream of the 
lives led by Jews and Arabs alike across the border. Indeed it is a sign of 
the compassion of the Jewish state that among those at the forefront of 
aiding those refugees as they flee from tyranny in in the Middle East is an 
Israeli charity – IsraAID – which has been praised at a Board event by 
Labour MP Yvette Cooper. 

Pesach is a festival of renewal and this is also a year of renewal at the Board 
with a new team of honorary officers bringing a fresh approach to our 
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Pesach Message from the  
President of the Board of Deputies 

 Jonathan Arkush
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activities. This team, which draws on a diverse pool of talent and also 
represents a mix of youth and experience, men and women, is symbolic of 
the positive direction in which the Board is heading.  While the Honorary 
Officers and our almost 300 deputies debate and form policy on the issues 
that matter to Jews today, our energetic staff team – including the best 
public affairs team in the sector – are busy translating  those policies and 
concerns into innovative projects, publications, events and most 
importantly, robust advocacy on Jewish issues. 

One of our most important roles is to ensure that our community is able to 
live free from antisemitism. We are fortunate to live in a country which has 
in recent years been hugely proactive against all forms of racism and as a 
result our society is a fair and tolerant one. However, pockets of 
antisemitism remain. There is a remnant on the right which we have to 
continue to confront – as we did in our cross-community initiative Golders 
Green Together last summer, which ensured that the people of Golders 
Green did not have to confront neo-Nazi incitement on their doorstep. 
While far-right racism remains, we are now having to confront Islamic 
antisemitism and the hate of those on the far-left who couch their Jew 
hatred as anti-Zionism. There have been problems in the Labour Party 
which have been widely commented on. We need to ensure that the 
Labour Party leadership takes responsibility for ridding the party of this 
fringe of extremists. There have been allegations of antisemitism, racism, 
bullying, intimidation, candidate misconduct - there should be no place for 
any of that in the Labour Party. Wherever these allegations emerge in 
whichever political party, we will always intervene. 

Our community shows signs of vitality everywhere. The continuing 
strength of our central institutions and social welfare bodies are the envy 
of other religious communities as are our schools which are expanding, 
with new openings planned . Our cultural life is extraordinarily rich and 
diverse and we at the Board are working hard to ensure that we continue 
to flourish. We were active at December’s Limmud Conference in 
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Birmingham with a bigger programme than ever before. Our education 
department continues to work both to ensure that the greater community 
knows about Jews and Judaism. To this end we recently convened the first 
ever conference for teachers delivering the new GCSE Judaism syllabus. 
Our Pikuach inspectors are striving tirelessly to safeguard the quality of 
religious education in Jewish schools. We are working with Government to 
ensure our voice is heard on crucial issues including shechitah, brit milah, 
burial matters and coroners’ services – all matters that make a difference to 
our lives. And we have produced an Employer’s Guide to Judaism, 
launched by the Work and Pensions Secretary, which will ensure that both 
employees and employers with questions about Jewish culture and 
practice have comprehensive and authoritative guidance on all matters 
Jewish. 

As free and as productive as our lives are in the UK, we should still reflect 
on the verse we recite every year at the Seder: Vehi Sheamdah lavoteinu  
“And this is that (promise) which sustained our fathers and us. That it is not 
one enemy alone that stood up against us to destroy us. But that in each 
generation there are those standing up against us to destroy us. But the 
Holy One Blessed Be He saves us from their hand.”  

We will continue to meet whatever challenges are thrown at us while 
appreciating the freedoms that our forebears in Egypt crossed the Red Sea 
to attain. 
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On 10th January BBC’s the Big Question visited the 
University of Kent at Canterbury.  The previous week 
the show’s producers had ask whether any 

synagogue members would like to attend.  In the 
end our Chairman, Ian Smiler and his wife Barbara 
attended with myself.  Before going on the show we 
were asked to share our views on current news 
subjects and this may mean we were asked to 
contribute. The subjects for the week were: 

·         Should doctors have the right to strike?  
  
·         Should universities foster free speech? 
  
·         Can the Anglican communion stay together? 

On the morning of the show, we met at the 
University of Kent in Canterbury an hour or so 
before the show.  After a coffee or 2, we were 
allocated seats and I was advised I would be asked 
to speak on the subject of the doctor’s strike in 
reply to the panel’s thoughts and so was sat directly 
behind a doctor on the panel.   

Thanet & District Reform Synagogue, 293A Margate Rd, Ramsgate, CT12 6TE Tel. 01843 851164 
A constituent member of the Movement for Reform Judaism -  website: www.tdrs.org.uk �10

From a Reliable 
Source  

God looked down on the 
earth  and wanted to know 
what kind of behaviour was 
going on. He decided to 
send one of the angels to 
check things out. 

When he returned the 
angel reported that 95% of 
the people were 
misbehaving and only 5% 
were good. God thought 
for a while and decided to 
send down another angel 
for a second opinion. When 
the second angel returned 
he confirmed that 95% of 
the people were indeed 
misbehaving and only 5% 
were obeying the law. 

This did not please God so 
he decided to send an 
email to the 5%, to 
encourage them to spread 
the word and try to 
persuade the rest of the 
world to behave. 

Do you know what the 
email said? 

NO?:- I did not get one 
either. 

Jon Leigh

BBC - The Big Question 

Tim Spurrier
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The audience is fairly small and a considerable mix 
of people and views; exactly what the producers 
would want I assume.  After being given instructions 
about the dos and don’ts of being an audience 
member we were introduced to the host Nicky 
Cambell.  After a bit of chat with the audience it was 
straight into the live show.   

There was plenty of lively discussion, especially on 
the doctor’s strike, where most of the audience 
appeared in sympathy with the doctors position.  I 
had my brief  say on the subject.  The  next subject 
was about he concept of safe spaces in universities 
and were they stifling free speech.  Again the 
audience was mainly sympathetic to the view that 
they were. The last and briefest subject was on the 
Anglican Church and a potential split.  Perhaps the 
least lively go the debates but interesting to hear a 
range of views one way or the other.   

The hour seemed to fly by and as quick as it started 
it had finished.  I took a couple of pictures just as the 
studio was emptying and one is below.  

All in all we agreed it was an interesting experience 
and it was nice to have such a program filmed close 
to us.   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Money Raised 
for Porchlight  

As many of you may know 
the Synagogue have for 
some time had a close 
re lat ionship wi th the 
charity Porchlight.  The 
Canterbury based charity 
supports the homeless 
across Kent.   

As part of raising money 
and awareness Porchlight 
s e t u p a O n e We e k 
Without Program.  The 
idea was to go without 
something we all take for 
granted such as a shower, 
warm bed or phone.  The 
idea was to to not only get 
sponsorship to asset the 
charity whose finding has 
dwindled over recent 
years but to also “put 
yourself in their shoes”, 
even if only a little way.   

Our Rabbi Cliff Cohen and 
i t s w i f e H é l è n e p u t 
themselves forward and 
decided to go without a 
hot meal for a week.  As a 
result of this they have 
raised £400 for Porchlight.  
We would like to say a big 
thank you to them and for 
everyones cont inuing 
support of this worthwhile 
charity.  
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Smoked Salmon and the Jews 
Marc St Clare

Some things seem to be made for each other - Laurel and Hardy, Batman and 
Robin, and smoked salmon and Jews. 
  
So where did it all begin?  Salt had been used to preserve food for thousands of 
years - it was discovered that enclosing food in salt killed bacteria and  dried and 
preserved it.   It was also discovered, probably accidently, that smoking meat over 
a fire had a similar effect and this was practiced by many nations - the American 
Indians, for example, smoked and dried strips of buffalo meat - pemmican or beef 
jerky. 

The migration from Poland and Russia  of Jews in the Middle Ages brought the  
tradition of  both smoking and salting fish, meat and chicken.  Prosperous and 
enterprising, Jewish households particularly enjoyed salmon, though it was 
looked on as a luxury food.  With continued persecution of Jews becoming 
widespread their fortunes declined and in fact herrings became part of the staple 
diet, being more readily available than salmon and much cheaper.  The westerly 
migration of Jews continued to include Britain, and in the mid 1800's large scale 
immigration to the UK took place though there had, of course, been Jewish 
communities for many hundreds of years here before then. The Jews arriving here 
brought with them their customs and traditions, including the preparing of 
smoked salmon.  

In 1900 a Russian Jew named Aaron Foreman started H Foreman and Son, based 
in the East End of London,the company  prepared and sold smoked salmon to 
Jews initially, and then to the wider population who discovered it was indeed 
delicious.  Initially salmon was imported to the UK from the Baltic to be smoked 
and sold but then merchants realised we had our own sources here in Scotland. 
The original company of H Forman is still in business today. 

I am sure we all have memories of attending lavish weddings and barmitzvahs 
many years ago. Afterwards our parents discussed the merits of each affair 
minutely, especially the food menu and how many courses were served.  If 
smoked salmon had been one of them then the occasion was deemed a success! 

So it would seem when Moses descended with the ten commandments on the 
tablets of stone there were actually eleven - ”And Jews shall eat smoked salmon”.
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For more information and to register your interest, 

email: chagigah@reformjudaism.org.uk 

 

A weekend away filled with music prayer spirituality community 

tikkun olam exciting initiatives friends rest leadership shabbat 

learning social action schmoozing food arts and crafts discussion 

innovation judaism rsy-netzer fun workshops torah relaxing 

celebration networking family activities games leo baeck college...   

 

The only thing that’s 

missing is… 

You! 

You can also be part of 3 

exciting initiatives, 

strengthening communities  

in partnership with Reform 

Judaism: 

Reimagining Leadership  

Tackling Adult Social Care  

Enhancing Jewish Practice 
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The Memorial Scrolls Trust’s travelling exhibition visited North West Surrey 
Synagogue (NWSS) in October. A special Shabbat service remembering the 
Czech community of Klatovy was held on Saturday 17 October, as Jean Cohen 
explains. 

What a wonderful service to remember and celebrate the Jewish community of 
Klatovy and the marvellous work of the Memorial Scrolls Trust! And what a 
mitzvah to have hosted the Czech Memorial Scrolls exhibition, with added 
information about Klatovy, the small town in Czechoslovakia (now the Czech 
Republic) where one of our scrolls came from and also from where NWSS 
member Tom Barth’s family hail. 

After WWII, the Czech Jewish Museum gathered some nearly 1600 Torah scrolls 
which had been saved from the Nazis. In the 1960s these scrolls were sold to a 
private donor and brought to Westminster Synagogue, where they were 
examined, catalogued and repaired as necessary. The Memorial Scrolls Trust 
was set up to manage this project and to distribute kosher scrolls on loan to 
communities that needed them; NWSS received a scroll from the town of 
Třebíč. In return, our obligation was to “dedicate one Shabbat each year to the 
Jews of our Memorial Scroll Congregation.” 

Ten years ago NWSS was able to exchange that scroll with one from Klatovy 
because of the Barth family connection with that town. Coincidentally, the 
congregation who had been loaned that scroll was that of Rabbi Larry Tabick, so 
the switch was easy. We received a scroll from Klatovy, where several 
generations of Barths had lived and helped to establish the Jewish community 
there. Tom had visited Klatovy to explore his heritage, and his son Richard 
celebrated his Bar Mitzvah in the town in 2006, reading from our Klatovy scroll 
with members of the family and a number of NWSS members present. Two 
other Klatovy scrolls were part of that service, one from the United States and 
the other from Thanet. 

As Thanet Reform Synagogue had also received a Klatovy scroll, some of their 
members joined us on 17 October , bringing their scroll with them. Their rabbi, 
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North West Surrey Synagogue hosts Memorial 
Scrolls Trust travelling exhibition
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Rabbi Clifford Cohen, read the Noah story from their scroll, introducing it with a 
drash pointing out how full of incident Bereishit (Genesis) was, and how the 
Noah story of the gathering and survival of all living beings relates to the 
gathering of these Czech scrolls. Tom Barth, himself a keen sailor, then read the 
second part of the reading from ‘our’ Klatovy scroll including in his drash 
reference to Noah the boat builder and sailor. 

The Czech Scrolls 
exhibition was on display 
at NWSS for about 10 
days, supplemented by a 
display about Klatovy, 
comprising pre-war and 
contemporary photos, 
pictures and maps. The 
exhibition was open to the 
public for two days, so in 
addition to our own 
members and Cheder 
children, it was seen by 
around 60 visitors, some 
from local churches, 
others who were alerted to 
it by items in the local 
media, including Radio 
Surrey. 

Ian Smiler, Chairman of 
Thanet & District Reform 
Synagogue, said that the 
Shabbat service had been 
one of the most moving 
he had attended. Which 
says it all. 

Pictured above: Rabbi David J. Zucker from North West Surrey Synagogue and Rabbi 
Clifford Cohen from Thanet & District Reform Synagogue after the service and NWSS 
members Tom Barth and Sarah Harris displaying the synagogue’s Klatovy scroll during 
the open day for the Memorial Scrolls Trust traveling exhibition. 
*This article originally appeared on the Reform Judaism website  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You may or may not be aware that the synagogue does not own an 
answerphone machine. Neither do we use the excellent BT 1571 facility. We 
have security mobile 'phones; we use Skype so that Council Members in far off 
lands can participate in meetings; but an answerphone machine, nay. 

Because there is no guarantee that there will be someone in the building 
every day of the week, a few years ago we opted for call diversion. After all, 
there is nothing more irritating, when leaving a message for a company or 
organisation, to have to wait an unnecessary length of time before someone 
calls you back. Our synagogue calls are diverted to a member of the 
community who acts as a telephone answering service, passing on messages 
and giving out information, as required. 

We do get a numerous and sundry group of callers. School visits requests, 
visiting co-religionists asking the times of services, questions a many about 
Judaism, etc. For light relief my favourites are from call centres, usually located  
in the Indian sub-continent. "Am I speaking to Mr Synagogue, please?" is quite 
a regular one. And you have all had the one advising of a fault with the 
computer and wouldn't they just like to take over one's password and cure the 
fault. The fact that there is no computer in the synagogue or that the 
community does not actually own one, does not seem to deter. 

However, there are more serious business calls which start with "May I speak to 
the person responsible for … …?". It may be energy supply contracts or 
telephones. We are always interested in good deals for when our contracts 
end. And one can soon ascertain the genuine ones because they are more 
than happy to send their details by emails when learning that there is nobody 
available to speak on the subject. 
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May I speak to the person responsible for ….? 

Godfrey Fischer
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Courtesy from the caller should also receive courtesy. Cold calling is not the 
most enlightening way to earn a living. In explaining why it is not possible to 
speak to the Treasurer because he is gainfully out at work earning a living, I 
explain that we are all volunteers in the community and we have no employed 
or paid officers. There is, as you might expect, a good response to this 
information. 

Great Britain is respected throughout the world for its volunteering ethic. You 
don't have to think hard to make a list of national organisations that would not 
be able to survive without their volunteers - in no particular order, National 
Trust, English Heritage, Samaritans, St John Ambulance, NADFAS, Hospice 
Visitors, etc., etc. Space does not allow a listing of the more local ones. The 
Jewish ethic is equally as strong - UJIA, Board of Deputies, Jewish Care and, of 
course, all the synagogues. 

Put your mind to our small community. We hold Shabbat services every week 
(always on a Friday evening and two or three Saturdays a month) as well as all 
the festivals. Our Council meets regularly and the Chairman attends a number 
of Movement for Reform Judaism meetings during the year. Visits from 
schools and other groups are hosted. We are represented at the Board of 
Deputies for British Jews and on the planning committee for the Holocaust 
Memorial Day service in Ramsgate each year. We produce an excellent 
quarterly magazine. And every month or two the What's On appears by magic. 
We have a Kiddush Volunteers team who provide and look after the 
refreshments following each service. Challahs are baked and not bought. If 
you have some time to spare we would much appreciate some more help for 
all of these. Would you like to try your hand at conducting a part of a service? 
Maybe even blow the shofar. And if you like working outdoors, there is always 
weeding to do in the gardens. The AGM is over and we have space on the 
Synagogue Council. How about giving us some of your time as a co-opted 
member. Who knows, one day you may be the person responsible for … … 
who is not available at the moment. 
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This Seder night, please thank your CST volunteers 

CST, Community Security Trust, is here to help 

ensure that Jews throughout the UK are protected 

and reassured. We are a registered charity that 
wants every member of our community to be 
able to lead the Jewish lives of their choice.  

Sadly, we do live in a world where there are 

problems with both antisemitism and terrorism. 

This is why CST exists, but our goal is to 
encourage Jewish life, not for people to be 

scared by the presence of security measures 

and CST volunteers. We want to take action 

against the problems and we want to empower 
everybody to play their part in that. 

Our work relies upon our local CST volunteers, 

who give their time to stand guard outside your 

synagogue, either during services or at special 

events. Indeed, you yourself may be one of those 
CST volunteers: or they could be your husband, 

wife, son, daughter, friend or neighbour. 
Alternatively, you may well be one of the many 

people who help to assist in our work, by joining 

security rotas at schools and shuls.  

The fact is that CST draws all of our strength from 
all of our communities. We see no distinction 

between us and the community that we serve. 

So, this Seder night, as we gather together with 

family and friends, bear in mind what Pesach tells 

us about where we once were as a people, where 

we are now and all the good things we have in our 

Jewish lives. Be grateful for that: and if you are 

one of the many people hosting someone at your 

Seder night who helps CST throughout the year, 

then please make a point of thanking them, for 
what they do on behalf of us all. 

Yours, CST.   

www.cst.org.uk       @CST_UK      Community Security Trust
Community Security Trust is a registered charity in England and Wales (1042391) and Scotland (SC043612)

In an emergency contact the Police on 999, then contact CST, 
London: 0800 032 3263   Manchester: 0800 980 0668
In a non-emergency, please call the Police on 101, then contact CST, 

London: 020 8457 9999   Manchester: 0161 792 6666
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Today at the chemist, the clerk was a gent.  
From my purchase this chap took off ten percent.  

I asked for the cause of a lesser amount;  
And he answered, "Because of the Pensioner's Discount." 

I went to McDonald's for a burger and fries;  
And there, once again, got quite a surprise.  

The clerk poured some coffee which he handed to me.  
He said, "For Pensioner's, the coffee is free." 

Understand--I'm not old--I'm merely mature;  
But some things are changing, temporarily, I'm sure.  

The newspaper print gets smaller each day,  
And people speak softer--can't hear what they say. 

My teeth are my own (I have the receipt.),  
And my glasses identify people I meet.  

Oh, I've slowed down a bit . . . not a lot, I am sure.  
You see, I'm not old . . . I'm only mature. 

The gold in my hair has been bleached by the sun.  
You should see all the damage that chlorine has done.  

Washing my hair has turned it all white,  
But don't call it grey . . . saying "blond" is just right. 

My car is all paid for . . . not a penny is owed.  
Yet the kids yell, "Old duffer . . . get off of the road!"  

My car has no scratches . . . not even a dent.  
Still I get all that guff from a punk who's "Hell bent." 
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Not Old But Mature 
(Anonymous poem shared by Jon Leigh)
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My friends all get older . . . much faster than me.  
They seem much more wrinkled, from what I can see.  

I've got "character lines," not wrinkles . . . for sure,  
But don't call me old . . . just call me mature. 

The steps in the houses they are building today  
Are so high that they take . . . your breath all away;  

And the streets are much steeper than ten years ago.  
That should explain why my walking is slow. 

But I'm keeping up on what's hip and what's new,  
And I think I can still dance a mean boogaloo.  

I'm still in the running . . . in this I'm secure,  
I'm not really old . . . I'm only mature. 
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It is easy to forget that we live in one of the nicest areas of the country and 
perhaps the world.  When we live somewhere and see it day to day, we maybe 
take things for granted. It is easy to miss the beauty of things with familiarity.   

For this reason it would be good if our members were all to share their pictures of 
the area. We have members from all over and I believe some of us even travel! So 
do not restrict yourself to the Thanet area.  We all know Kent is the Garden of 
England and so share your pictures and remind ourselves of the beauty of our 
local environment.  Don’t be shy and send us your pictures.   

I shall kick proceedings off (ed).  The picture below is of Margate Harbour Arm at 
dusk on a warm summers night.  It is not difficult to image why JMW Turner fell in 
love with the Isle of Thanet and saw the light in the area as the best in the world.  

Beauty Around Us   
Request for your pictures
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!
Therapies in Motion 

Aches and pains or  
just a little pampering 

Body Massage 
Sports Massage 

Indian Head Massage 
Therapeutic Massage 

Reflexology 
Waxing 

Sally Roth 
Tel: 07834 208991 

Email:  sallybass1@hotmail.com  

!

Advertising 

Do have something to advertise?  Why not place an advert is this newsletter?  
The rates are very competitive and you can be sure the community will see it!  

Full Page Advert - £50.00 per annum 
Half Page Advert - £30.00 per annum 
Quarter Page Advert - £20.00 per annum 

Prices are for four editions a year, colour or B&W.  Please contact  the editor 
for more details or to place an advert.
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